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“In the Name of”

Matthew 28: 16-20, 2 Corinthians 13:5-14

At the end of both our readings today is a benediction.  Paul closes his letter with, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.”  (2 Cor 13:13)  It is a three-fold blessing; Father, Son and Holy Spirit, grace, love and communion.  In the Gospel According to Matthew, Jesus says, “…remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matt 28:19-20)  Pretty nice blessings, huh?  Comforting, encouraging, nice.

And these days, we really need a blessing don’t we?  I have to admit I got a little discouraged this week reading and hearing the news.  Things are not nice out there.  So I turned to prayer and scripture for a little comfort.  What I got instead was a kick, a full dose of YOU go out there and make things better.

You see, what we have here from Jesus, and from Paul is not just a blessing.  Grace, love communion, in the name of the Father, the son and the Holy Spirit…I am with you.  This is more than a nice or comforting blessing or good bye!  

There are many things we say when we part.  Those of you who are closet Trekkies like I am will recognize this: Qapla'.  It is the Klingon benediction- Success!  In Hawaii, people say Aloha.  Aloha is “the breath of life.”  It is also a way of living; starting with love and respect for ourselves and spreading love to others, sending and receiving positive energy, living in harmony.

Even the simple saying we use most often, goodbye, means more than we might think.  It comes from the old English, “God be with ye.”  Goodbye means more than good luck, hasta la vista, see you later, or go safely-its crazy out there!

Felix Carrion, the Coordinator of the UCC’s Stillspeaking Ministry wrote a devotional entitled “Consider Yourself Entrusted and Appointed.”  He calls us as, “… faithful ones who have come upon “the good treasure,” [to endure] … for the sake of passing the treasure on.
  
The reading we heard from the Gospel According to Matthew is known as the Great Commission.  Jesus doesn’t just go with his disciples.  He sends them into the world to make disciples, in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  They are to pass on the treasure.  

But what is the treasure?  Martin Copenhaver tells a story of receiving a call from a former 5th grade Sunday school student.  Martin admits he was an awful teacher.  Yet many years later the man called to say he is involved with his church and living his life faithfully.  He said it all started with that class.  Martin says he planted a seed, others watered, but God made it grow.
  But something about Martin stuck with the boy all those years.  We need to look at what that is.

Paul writes in 2 Cor. 13: 5-6, “Examine yourselves to see whether you are living in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not realize that Jesus Christ is in you? ...” Faith is not something we are given, nor something we can possess.  Instead we are called to live with Jesus Christ in us, faithfully in his name.

Being a Christian does not mean we joined a club.  Neither showing up for one hour meeting on Sunday, nor even actively serve on a committee cut it.  In ancient times, when a king or Emperor sent a representative, they gave them the authority and authorization to act in their name.  Anything done by or to the messenger was done to or by the king or Emperor.  

Being a Christian is not something that you are born with or that is an adjective- such as a female or brunette.  It is not an honorific such as the Honorable Judge Smith.  It not something you achieve such as a doctorate, Dr. Smith.  It is not a spiritual title indicating leadership such as Reverend.  It’s not even a name that shows connection such as Johnson- John’s son.  It means living our lives faithfully in the name of Christ.  It means we represent Jesus the Christ, who represents to us in human form, the window to God, the Way to live, and even God, in every thought, word and deed in his life.

So how do we live in the name of?  Perhaps it first begins with considering how we allow names to be used.

Where were you the day we “got” Osama bin Laden?  Did you hear the Native Americans complained because the military named the mission “Operation Geronimo?”  When I told an acquaintance of mine she said it didn’t matter what they called the mission to get bin Laden.  But his great grandson cared.  He said, 

“Whether…intended only to name the military operation… or to give [him]…the code name Geronimo, either was an outrageous insult and mistake… it is clear… the name…was used...for both… to equate Geronimo with Osama Bin Laden is an unpardonable slander of Native America and its most famous leader in history… to call the operation to kill or capture Osama Bin Laden by the name Geronimo is such a subversion of history that it also defames a great human spirit and Native American leader… 

My acquaintance said they could have used her name and she wouldn’t have cared.  All that mattered was that they got him.  The truth is they did use her name.  

Back in 2003, as a result of the Iraq war, a group was born taking the name “Not in Our Name.”  They protested the use of their names to sanction war on the world, round up and detention of US citizens, and police state restrictions.  

“Not in Our Name began with the idea that a culture of resistance needed to be created to oppose all of this; that sitting idly by and “letting history take its course over… the nameless” was not an option.  While others argued against the impending invasion of Iraq on grounds that it would surely result in American casualties, we used the symbol of the Earth, showing solidarity with the people of Iraq, Afghanistan, and the world.”

  Some people claim we are a Christian nation.  Many invoke the blessing, “God bless America.”  Yet, I can’t help thinking that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit must be saying, not in my/our name.
In, “America's Energy Ethos: Do, Regardless of Harm,” David Sirota brings environmental issues into focus.  In spite of the ongoing disaster at the Fukishima Nuclear Power plant, the United States reaffirmed commitment to expand nuclear power.  We allow “fracking”- a drilling technique for natural gas that involves injecting toxic chemicals into the ground risking our drinking water, (there is a now famous You Tube videos of people setting fire to tap water).
  We also continue new offshore drilling for oil in spite of the risks seen after the BP disaster and Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Sirota writes, “…As the world increasingly embraces "do no harm," we're doubling down on "do, regardless of harm" -- and as most physicians will tell you, that kind of attitude often ends in tragedy.

Just released: the 2011 edition of the Global Peace Index.  The GPI is an annual study ranking 153 nations on 23 indicators measuring the presence of violence in society.   Indicators ranged from a nation's level of military expenditure to its respect for human rights.
  The US ranks a dismal 84th.

We are at war in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Pakistan, Yemen.  We have a war on terrorism and a war on drugs.  With our budget issues, we are apparently also at war with public employees, teachers, unions, social security, health care for all, the poor, the middle class, the elderly, children, women and the unemployed.

We say we are a democratic country built on freedom, yet the Patriot Act has been reauthorized, and our liberties suspended.  We still hold people in places like Guantanamo without benefit of trial.  June is Prevent Torture month and we continue to allow “enhanced interrogation.”

And then just recently, in our name… While on a delegation visit, one of our illustrious congressmen was asked to leave Iraq.  Rep. Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA) said, “We would hope that some consideration be given to repaying the United States some of the mega-dollars that we have spent here in the last eight years.” 
  He said nothing about the United States paying reparations for the damage to the infrastructure, hospitals, schools, and industry, much less the hundreds of thousands of lives lost, including thousands of our own troops, all because of weapons of mass destruction that we knew never existed.  

As I said earlier, I got a little discouraged this week.  But then, I turned to prayer and scripture.  Jesus gave us the blessing of his presence with us always.  But he also commissioned us to go in the name of the Father, the son and the Holy Spirit…to go with the authorization and the authority…

And so we do.  We go faithfully in the name of: in all the daily activities of our individual lives- our voting, campaigning, recycling, giving, and participation; in our activities and advocacy as a church in the Social Concerns and ONA committees; and in our activities as the UCC with the Disciples of Christ in the Global Ministries efforts. 

In the name of we go to share what we know are the treasures of God; peace, justice, and love, not feelings and philosophy, but faithful living with real actions and demonstrable results.  In the name of: we minimize our footprint on Creation, we find ways to share all of God’s blessings with all of God’s people, we support individuals in becoming who God created them to be, and we build God’s community, which includes the diversity of all of creation in every creature, plant, air, water, color, tongue and ethnicity.  

In the name of we go both humbly and empowered, and in wonder and amazement and joy.  As Christians, we go in the name of God, Jesus the Christ, and the Holy Spirit.  Finally, if we live faithfully in the name of we don’t give up, we act up!
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